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winds, the rains, and the frosts would slowly decompose
sand, clay, and marls, Plants would grow
animals would live on the plants; a

the recks into
on these clays and marls, and
nd when the plants and animals died
they would malke up the necessary organic matter and thus the. soil
would Le formed. Pyt the process would be an extremely slow one. It
would take a thousand years to form a foot of soj] by this process. And
when the solid rock is so near the surface, the soil is of small compara-
tive value,
Bul if some vast mill of the gods would grind
of some fifty or one-hundred feet and then sort out the finest and bast
materiai and place it on top to the depth of from five to fifty feet, a first rate
soil would be formed in a few years, since all the mineral elements would
be provided in vast abundance and in the best possible condition to receive
the decaying plants and animals to complete the soil.  This is just what
has been done for Central and northern Missouri, C
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