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80 of this history.] Their angles are not rounded or worn, like boulders
and gravel, and this fact shows that they were not brought here during
the glacial epoch, but were transported gently on or in floating ice, and
“let down easy ™ as the bergs of ice stranded and gradually melted away.

The following article was prepared by Prof. G. C. Swallow, the first
and mest eminent state geologist of Missouri, specially for this work; but
was not received until the foregoing geological matter had already been
prepared, ready for the printers. '

' _ PROF. SWALLOW’S SKETCH.

The geological formations of Lafayette county are: among the most
interesting and useful to man. It is to these formations that Lafayette
owes its fair fame as a most beautiful, fertile and prosperous country.

‘GEOLOGICAL FORMATIONS IN LAFAYETTE,
In order from the surface down, are as follows:

L. QUATERNARY SYSTEM,

L Zoccent Alluwvium,
ronions: | il sy S
L 4. Drit.
VII. CARBONIFEROUS SYSTEM.
ower Coal Measures.
. PERKODS'JI ﬁd(’z’dd/e gozzl Measures.

1. The recent alluvium of Lafayette county includes the soils and all
the recent deposits of clays, sands, gravels and river drift of pebbles found
in the river bottoms or beds of lakes. These deposits abound in the beds
of the stream as the sand-bars of the Missouri and the mud, gravel and
pebble beds of the smaller streams, and in the stratified sands and clays
beneath the bottom lands of the principal streams of the county, ‘

2. The bottom prairie so extensive in the Missouri bottom in Chariton,
Carroll and Clay, covers but small areas in Lafayette. It is known by
the many thin beds of sand, clay and loam interstratified in the formations
under the old bottom prairies. These beds were deposited in the Mis-
souri river bottom, when- that stream spread its sluggish waters from

T to blnf, filling the whole valley with the sediments of its lake-like
waters.  After the level was changed so as to give a rapid current to the
waters, the river cut its channel through these deposits thus made, and
has been wearing them away ever since and forming the newer river or
alluvial bottoms, whose surface is more uneven and whose deposits of
sand are more irregular.

» BLUFF OR LOESS.
3. Itis a singular fact, that while the bluff is oldef than the alluvial




