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* like a petrified osage orange than anything else.

HISTORY OF LAFAYETTE COUNTY. 215

Col. John Reid also submitted for examination and name a round stone
weighing one pound and seven and one-fourth ounces, which looked more
But the profeseor says
it is not a petrifaction at all, but is made from a flinty kind of rock cailed
hornstone, and was used by the Mound builder people as a sort of pestie
to work in a saucerlike cavity in another piece of hard stone which served
as a mortar, With this rude apparatus. they ground or mashed their

parched corn and roasted acorns; they also used it to pulverize red and

yellow ochre to make war-paint. .
Prof. Reid made several subsequent visits to the place in company with
Prof. S. M. Sellers of the Wentworth male academy, Mr. Charles Teub-

-.ner, George Wilson, and others, and each time found some additiona}

relics, until he had fragments of pottery showing over thirty different
styles of ornamentation, besides many plain pieces, and much variety in
the quality and admixture of the clay in degrees of hardness, tovghness,
etc., and in shades of color.

The following ancient mounds have been reported to this historian: Mr.
George Wilson says that when the house was built where Prof. Quarles
now lives, (a part of the Elizabeth Aull seminary property), two mounds
were dug away in digging the cellar and foundation, and some human
bones and unimportant relics were found. And there is one mound stil}
remaining in the back yard at this place, just on the edge of the bluff,
commanding a fine view of the river, , ‘

.Wm. H. Chiles, Esq., reports a group of five mounds on Brush cresl
bottom, where the old Lexington and W arrensburg road crossed the creek
on Robert H. Smith’s land in section 36, township 50, range 27.

Ethan Allen, Esq., reports a mound in Wm. T. Hay’s front yard, on
southeast quarter of section 24, township 51, range 27; also, two mounds
on Dr. Wilmot’s place, northwest quarter of section 23, -

Charles Teubner reports two mounds on T, R. E. Harvey’s land, south-
east quarter of section 22, about 2 quarter of a mile northwesterly from
the negro burying-ground, which is on the Robert Aull estate. These
two mounds are perhaps twenty rods apart, and near the brow of the
blufl, giving a grand outlook over the Missouri river and country beyond.
One of the mounds is still six feet high, and has a modern grave on top,
with a rude board fence around it. »

Dr. Sandford Smith reported a mound on section &, towaship 50, range
27; and in company with Dr. Smith and Mr. Charles Teubner, we visited
it. The mound is on the Odell place. Old Mr. George Odell dug into
it, from top to bottom, more than twenty years ago (it was before the war.

..... .
anyway). Its extreme height was about six and a half or seven feet. A
layer of loose stones had been laid on the ground and then the earth piled
up over them. No wall or chamber was found, nor any relics. except a

few crumbly human bories.* This mound js en the highest point of land
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in that vicinity, and from its top objects can be seen which are known to
be twenty-five miles distant; hence, it is concluded tht this was used by
the ancient people as a signal tower, to guide their distant friends up or
down the river by night, or give warning of approaching danger. It si
on the brow of the river bluff, .

MOUND-BUILDER RELICS,

e

Mr. Charles Teubner of Lexington has a collection of Moundbuilder
relics, numbering about 2,300 specimens in flint, comprising arrow-heads,
spear-heads, javelins, daggers, bird darts, drills, reamers, fish spears, shov-
els, hoes, scrapers, knives or lances, and some forms the use of which is
still undetermined. The materials represented .in these specimens are
ilint, hornstone, agate, chert, chalcedony, slate, hematite, milky quartz, and
vitreousor glassy quartz crystal, Among these are over 100 specimens
known as bird darts, being perfectly wrought and finished arrow heads
less than an inch long. These are supposed to have been designed
especially for shooting small birds of brilliant plumage, the feathers of
which were used by some tribes in making a very rich and gaudy kind
of cloth.  Specimens of this kind of cloth were found by the conquering
Spaniards in Mexico which excelled iu princely gorgeousness the most
costly s‘ilks; satins, velvets or laces ever seen in European courts. It was
made in the same way that some good housewifes now-a-days make most
clegant rugs, by knitting common store-twine and looping a small shred
of silk fabric into each stitch, and when finished, shearing the silk ends
all to even length. }

About 900 specimens of Mr. Teubner’s collection are arranged on

-black oil cloth so as to form five life size figures as follows:

No. 1 Indian with battle axe, in the act of striking a savage blow. This
figure or chart is composed of 181 flint arrow and spear heads, so
arranged as to depict the Indian physiognomy, costume, and action with
great vigor and lifelikeness, e

No. 2. Indian with drawn bow and arrow, full life size, nnd the Indian's _
redness of face, even, is artistically represented by using red or coppery -
tinged flints for that part. This design is composed of 192 pieces.

No. 3. A deer running. This is a companion-piece to No. 2, and con-
tains 93 flints besides a small pair of deer horns,

No. 4., Indian smoking the peace-pipe. This chart contains 147 flint
specimens. ‘ , ) .

No. 5. Indian squaw and pappoose. This is the masterpiece of all; it
contains 286 flints, so exquisitely arranged that the woman’s moccasins,
{xilled skirt, flowing hair, and nursing breast are perfectly represented;
the child’s figure is perfect, even every finger and toe being shown, and

5 a skillful use of the different shapes and colors of the arrow-heads, an




